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Welcome to the 2003 version of the Venice Vanguard. For those of you who are history buffs, you might remember that Venice's first newspaper, started in 1911, had the same name. It began as a weekly and, after a year, became a daily paper until it ceased publication in 1940. This Vanguard is a tribute to and in remembrance of the original (but not affiliated). I would like to retain the same concept ... keeping you informed with the latest news. I'd like to hear from you ... where you have visited lately that you like, what you are doing that others might like to know about etc. There are also "Community Corner", "Inquiring Minds Want To Know" and "Bulletin Board" sections for your benefit.
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FEATURE

The Maggarts ... Venice's Performing Family

Move over Lennons! A new family of Venice entertainers is making their mark. Venice is home to two generations of Maggarts ... family members blessed with the special talents that give pleasure to so many. Patriarch Brandon has enjoyed a forty+ year career in stage, film and television and now his children ... Spencer, Garett, Maude and Fiona ... are taking their own place in the limelight.

Character actor Olin Holland was visiting a friend in Carthage Tennessee and saw Brandon in a school play. "He praised me way too much," says Brandon, but it got him started. He won an operatic scholarship to the University of Tennessee and a Grace Moore Award (named after a 20's and 30's actress and singer who was born in Tennessee and died at the age of 46 in a plane crash) brought him to study in New York.

Brandon performed in New York for 25 years mainly on stage with some television and film work. His featured role in "Applause" garnered a Tony nomination. He stayed with the show through its three leading ladies ... Lauren Bacall, Anne Baxter and Arlene Dahl. He appeared in films such as "The World According to Garp", "Dressed to Kill" and the cult film "Christmas Evil". In addition, he was in the original cast of "Sesame Street", "New Faces of 68" with Madelyn Kahn and Robert Klein, performed and wrote songs and sketches for Upstairs at the Downstairs and played the famous Latin Quarter with stripper Sherry Britton. These are only a few of his many, many early credits. 

It was in 1983 while Brandon was doing a play with Georgia Engel, a farce called "Nurse Jane Goes to Hawaii", that the casting director's parents discovered both of them for Hollywood television. Brandon, along with Georgia, was cast in "Jennifer Slept Here" featuring Ann Jillian as Jennifer. The show didn't last long but, "I did quite well and went on to other TV work," he says. His next series was "Brothers" on Showtime. "It was very cutting edge at the time," he says. The show was about three brothers, the youngest who was gay. "It was not welcomed in a lot of cities," he adds. During this time Brandon also performed in "South Pacific" at the Pantages with Howard Keel and Jane Powell and in "Lorelei" at the Shubert with Carol Channing.

When Brandon first moved to Los Angeles he stayed at the Magic Hotel next to the Magic Castle in Hollywood and then at the Oakwood in Burbank. "That's where all the divorced people lived," he says. However, this presented a problem. It has been a tradition that his children visit him every summer. "I kept complaining," he says. "I had all these people coming out. I'd have to drive to the airport and then back and then they'd all want to go to the beach. It seemed like all I was doing was driving to the airport and the beach." Then he thought to himself, "Wait a minute. I think I'll find a house between the airport and the beach."

A friend told Brandon about Venice and the boardwalk. "I fell it love with it," he says. "When I'd get home from the studio I'd go and look at the sunset and think 'I live here'." In the morning he would meditate on the beach. "That's how I got to meet people," he adds. Brandon bought his home in 1985 from Randy Gardner, Olympic skating partner of Tai Babilonia. "I've been living in the same house since then," he says.

In the ensuing years Brandon has carved out a successful career as a character actor. He has appeared in top TV shows including "ER", "Murphy Brown", "Chicago Hope", "Married ... With Children", "LA Law" and "Ellen". More recently, a lot of his attention has been spent being supportive of the careers of his four children who are in show business. He is enormously proud and fiercely protective of them. 

... Spencer

Spencer, aka Brandon Jr., is mainly interested in writing screenplays. He also just made a short film, based on a personal relationship, that he wrote and directed and acted in along with family members and friends. He has played a nurturing role to his younger sister Maude. "He has been a terrific big brother to everybody," says Brandon. 

... Garett

You've seen Garett if you've watched "The Sentinel" formerly on UPN and now on the SciFi Channel. He is one of two leading characters in the series playing Blair Sandburg, a college professor expert in tribal cultures who teams up with Detective Jim Ellison both to monitor the detective's supersensitive abilities and to assist in solving crimes. I've seen the show and I can attest that Garett is a wonderful actor. He was discovered when the show's producers saw him working at the Sidewalk Café at his night job so he could audition during the day.

Garett has also guest starred on "ER" and "Frasier" and was a featured performer on "Days of Our Lives" and "Brothers", his father's series in addition to hosting "House of Blues" on TBS.

The public has recognized a certain quality in Garett. He was voted into 8th place in People Magazine online poll "The 97 Most Intriguing People of 1997", 19th place in People Magazine online poll "Third Annual 50 Most Beautiful People in the World" in May of 1998 and 1st place along with Sarah Michelle Gellar in UPN's online poll "Who Do You Imagine To Be The Ultimate Love Boat Couple" in May of 1998.

** We have to digress for a minute ...** Brandon's two youngest daughters have a different mother than the oldest children. Brandon met Diane McAfee, an actress and singer, when they were both appearing in "Applause". While Brandon was the first in his family to get into show business, it was a passion for the women on Diane's side. Diane's grandmother was "a frustrated performer inside," says great granddaughter Maude. She would tell her parents that she was going to the movies and then take ballet lessons instead. "It wasn't respectable for a girl to be in the ballet then," adds Maude. "They thought it was what the cheap girls did so she never got to be a dancer which is what she wanted to be." Then when her daughter (Diane's mother and Maude's grandmother) came along she put her in all the dance classes she could. Millicent Green, later Millicent Hope and then Millicent McAfee when she married, left school in the 10th grade to join the George White Scandals at the age of 15. In addition to ballet, she did vaudeville and was a singer. She met her husband while they were both performing with the Johnny Hamp Band, she singing and he playing the saxophone. Later Millicent ran a dancing school for 25 years. Diane sang in Broadway choruses and nightclubs. She was featured in "Superman", "Flora the Red Menace" and was the original Eve Harrington in "Applause" but had to bow out due to extenuating circumstances. Both parent's vocal and acting abilities have been passed on to their daughters. Brandon's side of the family also assisted in their names. His grandmother's name was Maude Apple. Amber Maggart became Maude Maggart to fit the image of her music and Fiona Apple Maggart became Fiona Apple based on the recommendation of Sony, her recording studio.

... Maude

I've had two opportunities to see Maude perform and I've been mesmerized each time. Not only does she have a beautiful voice, there is a sophistication and poise that belies her young age. 

Brandon took his young daughters to the Sunday night soirées at the Venice home of Marshall Barer (who wrote "Once Upon a Mattress") in the late 80's and early 90's. It was here that Fiona, at the age of 9, would perform her music and Maude was first introduced to Andrea Marcovicci and Michael Feinstein, the great cabaret performers. The unusual life and times of Marshall Barer as told by Brandon and Miriam More will be for a future issue. "He was quite a character," says Brandon.

It took a while before Maude settled on cabaret as her singing style. Again, when she was young, her father took her to the Gardenia in Hollywood owned by Tom Rolla who appeared with Brandon in "Applause". Andrea sang every Saturday night at midnight for several years. Maude got a chance to do her own set there on Monday nights for a while and besides getting good experience, she received a very positive response from the audience. Later on, Maude was paired with Michael Feinstein in a non-stage version of a musical written by Marshall and Hugh Martin who wrote "Meet Me in St. Louis." A friendship developed and Michael invited Maude in 2001 to perform as a guest artist for the Christmas run at his nightclub at The Regency in New York. 

Maude's career is getting off the ground. She has the talent and the mentoring of two cabaret greats. Her first CD has been produced with a newspaper clipping of her grandmother from George White's Scandals on the front. Her web site, www.MaudeMaggart.com ,will be up and running soon. Check it out to hear her beautiful voice for yourself. Or, if you're in San Francisco be sure to catch her at the Plush Room in October. She will be guesting with Andrea and then remain there for a week on her own.

'... Fiona

Maude remembers the times at Marshall's when "this tiny blonde girl would start playing songs and singing these amazing lyrics. Everyone was very impressed." That was her younger sister Fiona who would make her mark at an extraordinarily early age writing all her own songs ... both music and words. "It's more important for her to do the songs," says Brandon. "She writes a song because she has to. It's the way she expresses herself. She considers herself mainly the songs' writer, but she sings too. It's a wonderful mixture of the two." Her first album "Tidal", made when she was just 18 years old went triple platinum and she won "Best New Artist" at the MTV Video Music Awards in 1997. Her second album also went platinum. "I don't think she likes to associate the expression of her art with the business of it ... things like album sales or awards," says Maude. "She appreciates them but I don't think she ever reads reviews. She likes to keep out of that so she doesn't have anything influencing her expression."

As a matter of fact, Fiona's two platinum record awards are hanging in her father's home along with his wonderful artwork. Literally floor to ceiling and one area actually two and a half stories high is covered with Brandon's paintings plus photographs of family and friends and memorabilia of his and his children's careers on other walls. "I get on jags of painting," says Brandon. They are storyboards of jokes and some are dirty jokes he tells me. "I try to capture the narrative in one frame, or one canvas," he says. "If you looked at it you would recognize the story." One of the pieces (not a dirty one) that Brandon explains to me is not a joke, but it's humorous. It's the first act curtain of "Jumbo" the Broadway musical with Jimmy Durante. He's going across the stage with the elephant and they're foreclosing on the circus. The guy from the bank and the police officer say, 'Hey, where do you think you're going with that elephant?', and Durante says, 'What elephant?' "At the time, I read in Judith Crist's column," says Brandon, "that the scene received the longest laugh in show business history." Brandon will neither sell nor show his paintings. It's too bad because they are really beautiful even if you don't know the story behind them.

Brandon painted all the artwork except for one piece that he had commissioned to honor the memory of Justine, his second oldest daughter who was killed in a car crash. Her sisters, Julienne and Jennifer, are not in show business and live on the East Coast. They continue the tradition of visiting their father every summer, now with their own children. "I'm so happy to have the beach here," says Brandon. "I don't have to drive them around. There's the door. There's the beach. They go everyday. There's a lot to see in Venice." The first night dinner and usually the last are at the Sidewalk Café. "When the tourists leave it becomes a neighborhood place," says Brandon. The adjacent bookstore is a favorite too. "We love and support Small World Books," he adds. "I'm glad to pay a little more to keep the bookstore in the neighborhood." The Collage at the corner of Windward and Pacific Avenues has also become a favorite eating spot. 

Brandon enjoys the Friday morning Farmers Market. Maude appreciates the character of Venice. "If you drive outside of Venice it's almost void of character," she says. "Venice is a neighborhood. You know a lot of people." She also likes that she can walk around at night and feel safe. "We love Venice," father and daughter say in unison.

COMMUNITY CORNER

'... LA Louver Asks For Community Support To Keep Public Art

Kimberly Fowler, Director, LA Louver, submitted the following.

LA Louver is seeking to receive approval for the permanent placement of the Mark di Suvero sculpture "Declaration" from the Public Arts Department of the Cultural Affairs Commission. Approval for temporary placement was received through the Department in 2001.

The sculpture was originally installed at Venice Beach in conjunction with the Venice Family Clinic's Art Walk in 2001. It served as the official icon for that year's fund raising activities for the clinic. 

Ruth Galanter, and subsequently Cindy Miscikowski, the councilwomen for our district, asked if the sculpture could be installed on a permanent basis, as it was so well loved in the community. The opportunity to have an important sculpture by a world recognized artist like Mark di Suvero (who had at one time a studio in Venice), as a permanent installation at Venice Beach is considered a coup.

We would appreciate letters of support to have the sculpture remain in its present location on the park grounds of Ocean Front Walk at Windward. It is an important work to remain in our community, and rarely is a sculpture more beautifully sited.

Please send your letters of support to:

LA Louver
45 North Venice Blvd.
Venice, CA 90291

They will be gathered together and presented to Cultural Affairs Commission at a meeting in early September 2003.

Many thanks for your help and support.

Kimberly Davis, Director, LA Louver

** For those of you who are not able to see the sculpture on the boardwalk in person, please go to my web site, www.BetsySellsVenice.com, and click on "Venice Sites and Sights" ... a work in progress. "Declaration" is located at the top. 

* While on the topic of sculpture ...

... More Sculpture News From Betty

Last month we reported on Betty Gold's new sculpture in homage to Junipero Serra on the island of Mallorca. Well, she has been one busy artist. Her latest, a 10' geometric sculpture of Corten steel was installed last week at the South Coast Botanic Garden in Palos Verdes Peninsula. The sculpture, the first such art in the garden, is a gift from a local donor. Since the 1960's the South Coast Botanic Garden has transformed a landfill into an 87-acre Eden of beautifully landscaped plants and trees. Some of the more diverse plants include flowering fruit trees and redwoods. Among several gardens is an English Rose Garden. A lake and streambed attract ducks, geese, coots, and blue heron. 

Yes, public art is important ... whether it's in Venice as part of a beachfront renovation, in Palos Verdes to help transform a toad into a prince or any place in the world. Please support LA Louver in their quest to keep it here.

... New Coffee House Series

Rev. Tom Ziegert submitted the following.

The Chatauqua Movement comes to Venice in the form of the Chautauqua Coffee House Sunday Series at the Venice Center for Peace With Justice and The Arts at 2210 Lincoln Blvd. (corner of Victoria Ave.). The Coffee House series is created, by a collaboration of artists, musicians, and the people of the Venice UMC, to bring together a community of multi-minded souls through a blending of experiences in music, poetry, the arts, spirituality, nourishments, and sensory delights (food, audio, visual) as together we seek to build a sustainable culture of peace. On hand will be various organizations / co-sponsors including: Inside Out Community Arts, The Venice United Methodist Church, Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace, Venice Ocean Park Food Co-Op and Peace Sunday. 

While the original New York Chautauqua was the brainchild of a Methodist Minister, and sponsored by the Methodist Episcopal Church, Waxahachie New York's Chautauqua Association was organized by the Cumberland Presbyterian Church's Reverend J. C. Smith in 1900. The typical day then, under a canvas big top, included morning religious education, afternoon spiritual and secular education, and evening entertaining lectures. The format soon expanded to accommodate other cultural endeavors and professional entertainment. Chautauqua's growing popularity inspired progressive Waxahachians to make it a permanent institution with its own permanent building. Tent-inspired, this octagonal wooden structure had large wooden windows on all sides. These slid up into the walls to produce an open-air auditorium. Five hundred attended the 1902 formal opening: 2500 seated inside, 1500 standing or sitting in window areas, 1000 milling the grounds. Similar Chautauqua auditoriums were constructed throughout the growing Chautauqua Circuit. Here during Chautauqua season, famous itinerant national "troupers" - men of the cloth, scientists, educators, statesmen, and all types of classical and popular entertainers brought to the "hinterlands" a cross-section sample of the life and experiences of the rest of the nation. The auditorium also became the focal point of local festivities.

The Chautauquas will be inaugurated Sunday, August 3rd. All of the Coffee Houses will begin at 7pm and will return every Sunday through the end of the year. August 3rd will introduce "Rhythms," presented by Inside Out Community Arts, and featuring musicians and poets: Joselyn, Francisco Letelier, Martin Yarborough, The Venice All-Star Musical Collective with Don Barrozo, and an open Jam. An hour of Open Mike begins at 7pm. Arrive at 6:30pm for Open Mike signup. August 10th, A Circle of Friends presents local, but internationally acclaimed singer, songwriter, and author Stephen Longfellow Fiske (see "What You Are Doing") in concert with special musical guests: Scarlet Rivera, Dwight Stone, and Stefani Valadez. August 17th, the Venice United Methodist Church presents local favorite band Home Cookin' and Open Mike performers. Check listings for additional Sundays. For information, reservations and to register as a performer/participant call Venice United Methodist Church at 310-391-2314.

... 2003 Spirit of Venice Award - Open Call for Nominations

The Abbot Kinney District Association's Independent Award Committee Chairperson John Kertisz is pleased to announce an open call to the community of Venice for nominations for the 2003 "Spirit of Venice" award to be presented on Center Stage during the forthcoming 19th Annual Abbot Kinney Festival on Sunday, September 28th. Nominations will be accepted for consideration until August 15th. 

The first "Spirit of Venice" Award was presented as a part of the 6th Abbot Kinney Blvd Festival in 1989 to descendents of Abbot Kinney, the Founder of Venice, concurrent with renaming of then Washington Blvd in his honor. This award was created by John Kertisz to be given to persons who know and love Venice, actively work in Venice, and serve as inspirational role models for those who wish to be involved in the unique Venice Community. Subsequent recipients of the Award were the following: 1990 - Vera Davis, 1991 - Gregory Hines and Uncle Bill Crawford, 1992 - Tibor Jankay, Thelma Brawley, and Joe Gold, 1993 - Al and Arch Arnold, 1994 - 1996 - no awards, 1997 - Emily Winters, 1998 - Linda Lucks, 1999 - Diane Bush, 2000 - Jay Griffith, Maryjane, and Melyvn Hayward Sr., 2001 and 2002 - no awards.

As in previous years since inception, the Abbot Kinney District Association will host and provide the venue for presentation of the award at the forthcoming 19th Abbot Kinney Blvd Festival.

Submit your nomination to JohnKertis@comcast.net or mail to PO Box 1138, Venice CA 90291. Call John at 310-392-2633 for further information or questions. Please include biographical data and rationale for award.

WHAT YOU ARE DOING

... Stephen L. Fiske Brings His Insightful Talents To New Local Venue

Stephen submitted the following.

In these turbulent times, we all feel the need to gather together - to communicate, connect, be entertained, educated, and inspired - to enjoy the company of like-minded souls. I cordially invite you to the inaugural night of the new Sunday Chautauqua Coffee House Series, at the Venice Center for Peace with Justice and the Arts, Sunday August 10th. For as long as I've lived in Venice (28 years) I have had my eyes open for a venue where people could enjoy good acoustic oriented music and other performance arts as well as to share community. Chautauqua implies a gathering where people come together for meaningful, educational and entertainment purposes. 

The Venice Center for Peace and Justice houses a small first floor auditorium with a stage and full service kitchen. There are also several social service organization that have offices there. For years the building has been used as a day-care center and as a fellowship hall for the church. The new, progressive Pastor, Rev. Tom Ziegert, has opened it up as a community center and has embraced the idea of the Chautauqua Coffee House. Although the auditorium is old and funky, and is undergoing some fixing-up, I know that much magic can be cultivated there. With your participation, we can make it happen.

The program will start at 7pm, with longtime friends, shamanist Amanda Foulger and ceremonialist/percussionist Miguel Riviera offering an opening blessing. Violinist Scarlet Riviera, pianist Dwight Stone, and guitarist Stefani Valadez will perform. After intermission, I will give my concert, accompanied by my son, percussionist Evan Gavriel Fiske, bassist Jeff Breeh, flautist Richard Hardy, vocalist Eloah Shaddai-Scaggs and others. 

For those who wish to stay later, the evening will conclude with a Chautauqua Dialogue Circle, a pass the talking stick sharing session about issues, feelings and concerns. 

I hope to see you there and at future Chautauqua Sunday gatherings. Please call me for any information and/or requests for advance tickets. 310-396-8205.

SAVE THE DATE

... Abbot Kinney Blvd. Festival ... The 19th annual day of boulevard festivities will be September 28th from 10:00am to 6:00pm' This year's theme is "A Venice Celebration Through Our Youth's Imagination ' fun for the whole family ... children's court, live music and entertainment, classic car show, skateboard competition and exhibition and lots more. Call 310-396-3772 or check out their web site at www.abbotkinney.org for more information.

... Abbot Kinney Blvd. Shopping ... Second Friday of each month stores stay open until 10:00 pm. Pick up a free Abbot Kinney Blvd. Shoppers Guide which provides a map and list of store locations from your favorite Abbot Kinney retailer. Many stores are offering special sales. Please support our local merchants.

... A Window Between Worlds ... September 21st from 2pm to 5 pm ... a wine tasting fundraiser at Zazou in Redondo Beach ... your support will help bring creative expression to life within over 30 domestic violence shelters in Los Angeles County. Call 310-396-0317 or check out their web site at www.awbw.org for more information.

... Beyond Baroque ... 681 Venice Blvd.
Check out their web site at www.beyondbaroque.org for current readings and workshops or call 310-822-3006 for more information.

... Electric Lodge ... 1416 Electric Ave.
Check out their web site at www.electriclodge.org for current visual and performing arts schedule or call 310-306-1854 for more information.

... LAPD National Night Out ... "A United Oakwood" ... August 5th ... 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Oakwood Recreation Center, 767 California Ave. ... Celebrate the combined efforts towards making our community safe, drug-free and crime-free ... Refreshments and entertainment ... call Sgt. Kelly Shea at 310-202-4524 x2 for more information.

... Pacific Resident Theatre ... 707 Venice Blvd.
Check out their web site at www.pacificresidenttheatre.com for current productions or call 310-822-8392 for more information. 

... SPARC ... 685 Venice Blvd.
Check out their web site at www.sparcmurals.org to find out about their gallery program or call 310-822-9560 for more information.

... Venice Beach Recreation Center ... 1800 Ocean Front Walk
August 9th ... Muscle Beach, Venice Deadlift Competition (Sanctioned Event)
August 16th - 17th ' Rudy Lopez Memorial/California State 3-Wall Small Ball Singles Championships 
September 1st ... Muscle Beach "Venice Championships", Divisions: Open
and Women

... Venice Chamber of Commerce Continental Breakfast with City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo ... August 7th ... 8:00am to 9:30am ... Venice Library ... 501 S. Venice Blvd. ... parking also available on Venice Blvd. median between Ocean and Dell Aves. (enter off Dell)

... Venice Community Housing Corp ... September 14th ... 11th Annual Jazz at Palms Court ... support the efforts to provide affordable housing for low-income tenants, after school programs and gang prevention activities and job training, education and services for young adults ... Check out their web site at www.vchcorp.org or call 310-399-4100 x106 for more information

... Venice Farmers Market ... Venice Blvd. at Ocean Ave. parking lot
Every Friday from 7:00am to 11:00am ... fresh fruit, vegetables, fish, bread, flowers and more

... Venice Library ... 501 S. Venice Blvd.
August 4th ... 6:00pm ... Finnegans Wake Discussion Group (Adults)
August 9th ... 1:00pm ... Westside Writers ... Discussion of currant works (Adults)
August 13th and 27th ... 4:00pm ... Children's Program
August 14th ... 4:00pm ... Teen's Program
August 16th and 30th ... 7:00pm ... Preschool Storytime ... songs, fingerplays, crafts (Ages 3-5)

... Venice Oceanarium ... Breakwater or Venice Pier ... every Sunday at 1:00pm ... expanded tables set up for nature talks

... Venice Peace and Freedom Party ... Rose Ave. and Ocean Front Walk Every Sunday until the war is over ... 2:00pm ... Rally at Windward Ave.
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